
Description of the School 
 

Alliance Middle School includes grades 6-8, totaling approximately 300 students.  AMS is 
located in Alliance, Nebraska at 1115 Laramie.  The city of Alliance is located in the middle of 
Nebraska’s panhandle.  According to the latest census, Alliance’s population is approximately 
8,500.  81% of the population is Caucasian, while Hispanics and Latinos comprise 12% of the 
total population.  The population declined 5% since the 2000 census. 
 
The student population consists of 65% Caucasian, 21% Hispanic, 7% Native American, and 
7% other.  20% of AMS students are identified for special education, and 56% of the student 
population qualifies for free and reduced lunch. 
 
AMS has benefitted from very little teacher turnover in the past three years.  Teaching staff is 
comprised of 24 full time teachers and three 0.5 FTE teachers.  85% of the staff is white, while 
15% are Hispanic.  The average amount of teaching experience is 18.5 years, with a range of 
one teacher in her first year to a teacher in her 38th year.  Four teachers are in their first five 
years of teaching, while nine teachers have 25 or more years of experience.  33% of AMS 
teachers have a Masters Degree. 
 
AMS faces some significant challenges.  One of the biggest challenges is the high poverty level 
as exhibited by Free and Reduced Lunch numbers.  Additionally, the community has a high 
mobility rate due in part to the largest employer being the BNSF railroad.  Due to layoffs and 
transfers, students move in and out of the district often.  Adding to the mobility rate is the 
number of migrant students who travel to Texas or Mexico for two months or more in the middle 
of the school year.  While technology has increased at AMS especially with a new, faster 
Internet pipeline wired in during the 2016/2017 school year, classes still race to get a limited 
amount of laptops for classroom use. 
 
AMS has shown the ability to change to meet the needs of their students over the past three 
years.  APL instructional strategies which were introduced six years ago continue to be refined 
while additional APL methods such as chaining are implemented each year.   
 
During the 2016/2017 school year, AMS implemented a new math series, Math in Focus, and a 
new reading series, StudySync.  Math in Focus is a dramatic departure from the previous text 
series as it teaches entirely different methods and introduces skills two years sooner than the 
previous text.  StudySync is a much more technology based series than the previous text.  Also, 
StudySync replaced Reading Mastery, a direct-instruction model, at the 6th grade level. 
 
One of the biggest changes to AMS was a physical one.  As staff said goodbye to students in 
May 2016, Alliance Middle School said goodbye to 5th grade.  Beginning in 2016/2017, the 5th 
grade returned to Grandview Elementary as the district reorganized.  
 
 


