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A special thank you to Board Members Karen Trussell and Tim Richey for their 
years of service to the Alliance Public Schools Board of Education.

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2020

As 2020 winds to a close, I hope you are able to take time with family and friends.  This year has taught us many new 
ways to interact with the various restrictions we have all lived with throughout the year.  I hope we all find perspective 
as we celebrate the season in our own fashions and traditions.  Remember to take the time to give to someone in need or 
less fortunate.  It may only be a smile, a kind word in passing, or a phone call but it will be appreciated beyond measure 
this season.  Do not let the negativity and fear of the world bring us down to that level.  Surround yourself with those 
who believe in an uplifting, positive message!  Be a part of the change we all want to see in this world.  I intend to reach 
out to someone from my past each day of the break.  I want to simply check in with them to see how they are doing.  I 
want to reconnect and give them a positive example of how they affected my life.  I would challenge you to do this at 
least one time over the break.  Perhaps, it will even put a smile on your face.  I know it will put a smile on their face!

MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT



During the COVID pandemic, education has suffered in many ways, 
and numerous educational facilities, establishments, and programs 
have been ramping up what they have to offer to assist educators 
and districts to minimize the loss of learning in these difficult times.  
Instruction Partners is one such national organization that the Ne-
braska Department of Education has contracted with to work with 
three districts in our state.  Dr. Unzicker volunteered Alliance Public 
Schools to be one of these districts.

To tell you a bit about Instruction Partners here are their Vision and 
Mission statements:  

Vision: all students experience an excellent education that pre-
pares them to contribute to their community, achieve economic 
security, and pursue their dreams.

Mission: we work shoulder to shoulder with educators to support 
great teaching and accelerate student learning. We focus on small 
systems, both districts, and charters, and we work to ensure equi-
table access to great instruction for students in poverty, students 
of color, students learning English, and students with disabilities.
 
Michael Coon is one of I.P.’s Process Facilitators and he has been 
working with us diligently since September via numerous ZOOM 
sessions to our DLT and School Improvement Leaders.  From 
these work sessions, a plan has been developed and attached.  I 
can easily say that Michael Coon is one of the most responsive ed-
ucators i have ever had the pleasure to work with.  His knowledge 
is amazing and his personality allows him to work passionately and 
effectively with all levels of teachers and administrators.  Following 
are some testimonials from the people who have been involved 
with this process from the beginning:

Our math teachers at AMS are doing an excellent job of following 
Michael Coon's lead from Instructional Partners as we are working 
on creating lesson plans that align with state standards, while also 
making sure that lessons are engaging and interesting for our stu-
dents. - Alan Vantilburg

The Instructional Partners team are optimistic people who truly be-
lieve in our district and are teaching the district how to hold the bar 
high for our students, teachers, and administrators.  They work 

hand-in-hand with teachers and principals in facilitating best prac-
tices and give support on how to reach high levels of teaching. 
- Ranee’ Anthony, Co-chair School Improvement

It has been a positive experience working with Mr. Michael Coon 
and his team.  He and his team have shared valuable information 
regarding how we learn to read and what is reading acquisition.  
Through his observations and our discussion, it has become very 
clear that our students are very strong in word recognition which 
covers phonological awareness, decoding, and fluency.  Our area 
of focus with Instruction Partners is language comprehension 
which involves background knowledge, vocabulary, language 
structure, reasoning, and literacy knowledge.  Working with Mr. 
Coon, we understand that a balanced approach in the instruction 
of word recognition and language comprehension will provide our 
students with a better opportunity to become even more skilled at 
reading.  - Steve Folchert

Teachers deserve to be supported, challenged, and encouraged to 
thrive in their areas of instruction.  The Alliance School District is 
strengthening these measures with insight provided by instruction 
partners, led by Michael Coon. Through observations, action plans, 
and professional development, Coon is supporting K-2 language 
arts and 3-12 math teachers in the planning and implementation of 
daily lessons. His expertise enables teachers to improve instruc-
tion and, therefore, increase student success.  Administrators are 
involved in each stage of the process, enhancing their instructional 
leadership, and ensuring full implementation of these strong class-
room practices. - Kristin Kasten, ESU #13 Professional Developer

Instructional Partners have been very supportive of our district.  
They have been upbeat, professional, and honest with us.  They 
are working hard with each building team to develop appropriate 
plans to help in reading for Emerson and math for GV, AMS, and 
AHS.  One topic that has been discussed many times is fidelity and 
how important this is.  We need to back our decisions with data and 
use research to help move us forward.  Instructional Partners have 
moved us from just recognizing we have weaknesses to focusing 
on (reflecting upon) these weaknesses and doing something about 
them.  They encourage all of us to make sure the teachers teach 
the appropriate standards with a high level of rigor.  Michael has 
motivated us and told us many times that improvement takes time. 
- Brenda Mills, Co-Chair School Improvement

Instruction Partners Working with A.P.S.



CONGRATULATIONS to the One-Act team 
for their efforts and for a successful season!

The AHS One-Act team participated in the District 
B-6 competition in Sidney on Saturday, December 5, 
and earned a Superior rating from all three judges for 
their play performance.  

BULLDOG
BACKPACK PROGRAM

FBLA Jaxon Preble

“It’s nice to have a high school stu-
dent that is willing to use his time to 
do something for others,” said Cheryl 
Harris of the Bulldog BackPack 
Program. Jaxon helps deliver totes of 
food to almost 80 students at Emerson 
Elementary weekly. Thank you for 
your service Jaxon. Alliance FBLA is 
proud of you!

FBLA

The virtual learning option offered to everyone this fall has caused some 
poor academic and attendance issues. Beginning January 4, 2021, the 
virtual learning choice will be limited to those students with a medical 
provider's note.  It is up to the provider to determine if the student or their 
household would be put at unnecessary risk by attending in-person classes.  
Students who are placed in quarantine by PPHD will still be provided the 
virtual option while in quarantine.

In addition, the following AHS students earned an 
Outstanding Performer Award from the judges:

Annaka Digmann
Mario Rodriguez
McKenna Ruffing
Carlie Schneider
Christian Soriano
Tori Washington

ONE-ACT TEAM



While 2020 will go down in history as the year of COVID 19, for our girls golf team it will go down as the first 
time in 40 years that the Alliance High School Girls Golf team qualified as a team to go to the Nebraska State Girls 
Golf Tournament!   

Our season started off at the Sidney Invitational where we placed 2nd as a team, improving our team score by 
53 strokes over last year's score at Sidney.  The next highlight of the year came at the Western Conference Invite 
where Julia Wilson placed 10th and earned All Conference Honors.  We continued to see improvements over the 
season and especially saw improvements at the Mitchell Invite.  The girls as a team broke the 400 team score mark 
with a score of 397 which earned them the team championship plaque.  We also had two golfers, Julia Wilson and 
Morgan Young place in the top ten.  We once again had individual medalists at the Chadron Invite where Julia Wil-
son and Regan Lambert both placed in the 10 ten.  COVID 19 did invade our team and we saw individual golfers 
have to quarantine due to close contact to other individuals.  This affected our ability to post team scores at both 
Ogallala and our own home meet.  Everyone was back in time for Districts at McCook on October 5.  McCook 
was by far the most challenging course we played all year.  Hills, steep sand traps and a lot of native grass made 
this course especially challenging.  The girls stayed steady and did not give up.  It was exciting down to the very 
last putt but our girls persevered and posted a score that placed them 3rd (by one stroke over Chadron) and earned 
them a trip as a team to the state tournament.  Julia Wilson also earned a top 10 finish.  

The Class B Nebraska Girls State Golf Tournament was held in Gering.  We enjoyed a community send off on 
Sunday night as we left for the 2 day tournament.  High winds and nerves on Monday made it a challenging day 
for the golfers- scores were higher than we had hoped for but everyone came out Tuesday morning prepared for 
another day of golf.  Smiles were on everyone’s faces and our fans came to cheer the girls on.  Bittersweet tears fell 
as our seniors teed off on #18 Tuesday as they played their final hole of golf in high school competition.  For our 
juniors, they had a taste of state competition and I hope they will remember that feeling as they prepare for 2021.  
2020 will always be a memorable year for many reasons, but for us, it will be a year which made history.  

GIRLS GOLF

Two Econ Teams competed for Economic 
Challenge for the State of Nebraska

Team Bulldogs placed 19th
Team Huskers Placed 21st

out of 75 Nebraska High Schools



NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

(Pictured on right)
After meeting and learning about CAPStone, the Alliance Chapter 
of National Honor Society decided to make tie blankets to donate. 
CAPStone is a child advocacy center that children go to when they 
are victimized or abused. The blankets made by The National Honor 
Society will be given to children while they are being interviewed 
and they will be able to take the blankets with them wherever they go.

(Pictured on left and below)
The National Honor Society Chapter also participated 
in making wire spiders and sold them for $5 a piece. 
The proceeds from these spiders were donated to Bai-
ley Vogel, daughter of Roxie Smith, a beloved English 
teacher at the high school. NHS raised $355 dollars 
to be given to Vogel in addition to a chemo care-kit. 
The kit included eye drops, plastic silverware, snacks, 
mints, a coloring book and colored pencils, lotion and 
a hat.

(Pictured above)
Last, the NHS members put together craft packets for the 
residents of Highland Park during their Christmas party.  They 
took the packets to the nursing home and walked around the 
outside of the facility to wish the residents a Merry Christmas.  
It was great to see all the waves and smiling faces!!



We competed in our first on-line District FFA Contest on Dec 9 this event was supposed to be held
in person Nov 30th, but due to COVID was moved to an online format. 

ALLIANCE FFA

AG DEMONSTRATION
Macala Hod, Delaney Childers, Jayda Meyring

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS-STATE QUALIFIED

EMPLOYMENT SKILLS
Jayce Meyring 

DISTRICT CHAMPION- STATE QUALIFIED 
Logan Leisyritz

DISTRICT RUNNER UP - STATE QUALIFIED

NATURAL RESOURCES SPEAKING
Julia Wilson- 3rd Place Blue Ribbon- Alternate to State 

COOPERATIVE SPEAKING
Kimber Romick- 4th Place Blue Ribbon

PARLI PRO Team B
Wade Sanders, Wyatt Walker, Cord McBride,

Logan Thompson, Ian Thompson,
Braelyn Shrewsbury

Blue Ribbon - 5th Place 

CREED SPEAKING
Kaylee Henthorn

Blue Ribbon

PARLI PRO Team A
Shelby Carr, Lauren Lehl, Peittyn Johnson,

Kaigan McBride, Dezyrae Haussmann,
Kimber Romick

Red Ribbon 


