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SECRET KINDNESS AGENTS
Shannon Kinsella * K-2 Music Emerson Elementary * 3-5 Music Grandview Elementary

AHS Senior, Chloe Blumanthal, is sharing her
Secret Kindness Agents message with Emerson
Elementary First Grade. She started Secret Kindness Agents in Alliance as her Pageant Platform
five years ago. To date, she has over 2,000 Agents
across the state and surrounding states. First, the
students have to come up with a Secret Agent name,
as the acts must remain anonymous. Chloe gave
them their first task in Top Secret Envelopes. They
transferred the information into their journal and
were ready to start spreading kindness. Each time
they complete a task, they are to journal about who
they affected and how the completed task made
them feel. Students are to try to complete at least
one task a week along with their journaling. Emerson is thankful for her help in spreading Kindness!

AHS ACADEMIC DECATHLON 2020-2021
The student participants in the Academic Decathlon
wrapped up another successful year of competition this
month with a third place finish in the regional competition.
Academic Decathlon is a scholarship competition sponsored
by the Optimist Clubs of Nebraska.

The group participated in two scrimmages this year. The November
scrimmage covered three topics - Art, Literature, and Math. The
team won 25 medals across 4 divisions. The December scrimmage
tested student’s knowledge of Music, Economics, Science, and Social
Science. The team won 32 medals across the 4 divisions.

Front Row: Kelsey Horton, Shawna Banks, Shaylee Messersmith, Saphina Achi, and AJ Escamilla
Back Row: Josie Petering, Lauren Lehl, Kaycla Campos, Annaka Digmann, Carver Hauptman, Simi Kaur, Connor Schmidt, and Abe
Gomez Not Pictured: Alan Campos and Kenna Montes

Academic Decathlon Regional Results 2020-2021
Alliance finished in third place as a team in the Medium-sized schools division
(We did not qualify for the state competition)

Participating for Alliance High School in the Regional Competition Jan. 9, 2021:
Honors Division:		
Alt. Honors: 		
Scholastic Division:
Alt. Scholastic: 		
Varsity Division:
Alt. Varsity: 		

Shaylee Messersmith and Shawna Banks
Saphina Achi and Kelsey Horton
Alejandro Escamilla and Lauren Lehl
Alan Campos
Connor Schmidt and Josie Petering
Kayla Campos

MEDALISTS
Art

Connor Schmidt
2nd place in the Varsity division
Josie Petering
3rd in the Varsity division
Shaylee Messersmith 3rd place in the Honors division
Saphina Achi
3rd place in the Alt. Honors division

Literature		
Connor Schmidt
2nd place in the Varsity division
Josie Petering
3rd place in the Varsity division
Shaylee Messersmith 2nd place in the Honors division
Kelsey Horton
3rd place in the Alt. Honors division
Math			
Connor Schmidt

Music		
Josie Petering
1st place in the Varsity division
Connor Schmidt 2nd place in the Varsity division
Saphina Achi
3rd place in the Alt. Honors division
Economics		
Connor Schmidt 1st place in the Varsity division
Science		
Connor Schmidt 3rd place in the Varsity division
Kelsey Horton 2nd place in the Alt. Honors division

Social Science
Connor Schmidt
1st place in the Varsity division
Shaylee Messersmith 1st place in the Honors division
Saphina Achi
3rd place in the Alt. Honors
				division
Recognized as Top Scorer among Alliance students: Shaylee Messersmith
2nd place in the Varsity division
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MIDDLE SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
On Wednesday, January 20th, Alliance Middle School hosted their 4th Box Butte County Spelling Bee. Alliance, Hemingford, and the Alliance Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran
School brought their best spellers to compete. The judges all agree; the spelling words
were EXTREMELY difficult this year, knocking several spellers out of the competition
early.
A NINE-way tie for 4th, left our final 3 competitors in the final stretch. In the 7th round,
Jacob Bryner of Hemingford was out, earning him a 3rd place finish. After several more
rounds of back and forth spelling action, Avie Soriano of IELS finished 2nd, leaving
our Champion; AMS’ own... Maci Cornish! Maci will go on to represent Box Butte
County at the Nebraska State Spelling Bee in March.

Second semester is off and running, and AMS is
a busy place. Math, science, and reading teachers
are giving their classes the NWEA MAP tests. The
winter testing session serves two purposes. First,
it allows teachers to see how much students have
grown academically. Second, it identifies gaps and
weaknesses for teachers to focus on before our state
(NSCAS) testing later this spring.

NEW MOTIVATIONAL PROGRAM

AMS is trying a new motivational program during the third quarter. Students

who meet the following three criteria for the third quarter will qualify for a
movie/bowling reward.
The criteria are:
No in school or out of school suspensions (starting Jan 18)
No failing or incomplete grades for the third quarter
No more than four absences (medically excused do not count)
I look forward to seeing how many of our students qualify.

I am looking forward to an outstanding second semester. Please, whenever you
have questions or concerns about anything at AMS, give me a call. Communication solves 99% of issues, while rumors start 99% of issues.

THE NOVEL BUNCH by Melissa Cordell
The first quarter of the 2020-2021 year marked the addition of the Read Out
Loud Club at Grandview~~A Novel Bunch. This was something I was extremely passionate about as the read alouds were some of my fondest elementary
memories. I can still remember the excitement of coming in from lunch recess
to settle into my desk to listen to Mrs. Karen Rhoads read Tales of a 4th Grade
Nothing as she walked up and down the rows. I would become lost in the sound
of her voice for that 10 or 15 minutes and waited in anticipation for this part of
the day. I can still hear her voice as she read Superfudge as if she were experiencing the story first-hand right along with us even though she had to have read
it numerous times before.
I loved listening to the stories, and I loved watching these fantastic teachers read
them. These were the moments that cemented my future as an educator, and I wanted
to provide more of these moments for our students.
Feeling like we do not always have enough time in our schedule to have a consistent
“read aloud” time, I wanted to provide something in which we could do just that. I
wanted to expose students to books they might not pick up off of the bookshelves
themselves. I wanted to provide lower-level readers access to the material their peers
may be reading and allow higher-level readers the opportunity to listen and visualize
the story. I wanted to make this low pressure for the students and something they
could simply show up to each week and experience.
Mr. Bailey was incredibly supportive of my request from the beginning. We worked
logistics out over the summer and had to make some concessions due to COVID
restrictions, but we made it happen and planned to begin the first week in September.
As the time neared to pass out the registration forms I started to get nervous that I
would not have anyone sign up but figured even if I received three registration forms,
that was three students I could reach, and I would build from there.
What happened next is something I was not expecting. Forms started rolling back in.
And they kept coming back in! We quickly outgrew my classroom and had to make
adjustments to plan to meet in the gym. Within another week of registration forms
being returned, we realized we had outgrown even the gymnasium, and I had to add
another day. To say I was thrilled would be an understatement. The total number
registered was 77. We now have a Tuesday Book Club and a Thursday Book Club.
Forty-seven of those have remained consistent from the beginning with others trickling in week to week as their other activities allow.
I presented each club with a list of books suitable for the audience and gave a brief summary of each. They then voted on the books we would read throughout the year. We
read as much as we can each week, stopping to discuss when necessary. We summarize
at the beginning of each week prior to reading. The students bring snacks, I project the
book using the document camera, I channel my inner Vera Johnson (minus the heels),
and we read!
Our Tuesday club has just finished its third book and is getting ready to begin its 4th
pick, Treasure Island. The Thursday Book Club has recently finished their first book,
Holes, and are now watching and comparing the movie. Their second book choice is The
Witches by Roald Dahl, the author of Matilda and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

ALLIANCE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SPORTS SECTION

Stock Market Winner
for 2020 Semester 1
Economics Class
Devin Invested $100,000
and made a profit of
$72,000
Good Job Devin!

The virtual learning option offered to everyone
this fall has caused some poor academic and
attendance issues.
 eginning January 4, 2021, the virtual learning
B
choice will be limited to those students with a
medical provider's note. It is up to the provider
to determine if the student or their household
would be put at unnecessary risk by attending
in-person classes. Students who are placed in
quarantine by PPHD will still be provided the
virtual option while in quarantine.

Keep up-to-date with information on our website:
www.alliancebulldogs.org

KIDDIE KAMPUS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
JANUARY 7, 2021

