BULLDOG NEWS

Superintendent Dr. Troy Unzicker
Troy.unzicker@alliancebulldogs.org
Facebook Twitter@TroyUnzicker
www.alliancebulldogs.org

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 2020

Alliance Public Schools COVID-19 Dashboard

Please check our COVID-19 Dashboard on our website for updated status of all buildings. All future positive cases
will only be posted there. PPHD will contact anyone who has been in close contact from their investigations.
The Directed Health Measure effective September 1 provided for pre-K-12 teachers, para-educators and other certificated and non-certificated staff employed by schools and ESUs (Educational Workers); who have had close contact
with a person whom has tested positive, or has had close contact with a person whom has a test pending and is symptomatic, or has had close contact with a person whom has one or more of the following symptoms: fever of 100.4 F or
above or sudden onset of a cough or sudden onset of shortness of breath or sudden loss of taste or smell, Educational
Workers may meet the following Conditions while performing their duties of their employment with schools and ESUs
In Lieu of Quarantine*:
• appropriately wear a face covering or mask for 14 days following exposure AND
• practice social distancing AND
• self-monitor twice daily for fever and other symptoms listed above for fourteen days and have no
symptom development
DAVE’S PHARMACY GENEROUS DONATIONS
Alliance Public Schools would like to extend a special thank you to Dave’s Pharmacy of Alliance, Nebraska for their generous donations to faculty and staff.
Dave’s Pharmacy donated several items that showed appreciation and welcomed
our staff into the 2020 - 2021 school year. Many of the items donated were in
direct relation to the health and wellness of our students and staff during such unprecedented times. They put together individual packages for our staff members
and provided our buildings with some added products to help with sanitation. We
are extremely grateful for the thoughtfulness of Dave’s Pharmacy and their employees and appreciate their ongoing support to our District and the community.
Present are:
Mikayla Randolph (employee and daughter of Dave), Dave Randolph (owner), Michael
Garcia (Middle School Counselor), Megan Jelinek(Grandview Counselor), Mattie Churchill (Emerson Counselor) - absent are Jenny Willard and Nate Lanik(both are high school
counselors).
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A Message from the Administrator of ESU 13
ESU 13 school districts are now into their third week of having students back in their school buildings. As your ESU
13 Administrator, I have had the privilege of working collaboratively with superintendents and principals throughout
the Panhandle since the start of the pandemic, which has included weekly, and sometimes more frequent meetings
throughout the summer months.
In mid-July, it was made clear to school leaders across the state of Nebraska that plans should be made, in conjunction
with local health departments, to safely reopen schools, which is exactly what the 21 school districts in the ESU 13
service area have done. Individual school district plans vary, but from my vantage point, one thing has been clear...
each school district developed a reopening plan that is reflective of health conditions in their area, valued staff and
patron input, and a plan that would keep their schools open for as long as possible. Realizing the importance of social
and emotional well-being and the value of in-person instruction, school officials understood that most families want
their children in school, as long as they can be assured that a healthy learning environment is provided. Within my own
house, I have witnessed the excitement of an educator returning to work in-person with students and an elementary
aged child eager to be back in school with their friends and teachers. And for those families that were understandably
not quite ready to have their children return to school, Panhandle educators and leaders have worked diligently to
provide alternative means for their education. I am extremely proud of the incredible leadership in our school districts,
and the manner in which they have approached the pandemic and demonstrated such care and concern for the health
and safety of students and staff as they prepared for the reopening of school.
My appreciation and gratitude extends beyond the leadership in our schools. With students back in classrooms, teachers, counselors, paraeducators, bus drivers, clerical, custodial, and kitchen staff are going above and beyond to deliver
eLearning, ensure social distancing, and practicing sanitizing techniques to provide the safest environment possible for
students and staff. The job of an educator was never easy and the additional expectations of our educators in the midst
of the pandemic have only increased the challenges of their work.
Last, and certainly not least, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to COVID-19 Unified Command which comprises Panhandle Public Health District, Scotts Bluff County Health Department, and Region 21, 22, & 23 Emergency
Management. Unified Command has been a tremendous partner to our schools throughout the last six months and their
support and guidance has been invaluable. They worked tirelessly to ensure that schools had what they needed to reopen safely, whether that be by reviewing reopening plans, answering questions, conducting contract tracing, assisting
with the acquisition of PPE, or developing an individualized Risk Dial for the Panhandle that meets the unique needs
of the Panhandle perfectly and is not replicated in all areas of the State of Nebraska.
Elements and parts of schools reopening plans are not perfect, and we must be understanding of that. There was no
road map for handling a pandemic. Schools are listening, reflecting, and reworking their plans, and we must all remain
patient and extend grace to those that are educating our children. THANK YOU to each and every one of our school
employees for your commitment to reopening schools, remaining positive, and doing the best you can during these
unprecedented times!
Andrew D. Dick, Ed.D.
Administrator

Parent/Spectator Guide for Alliance Public School Events
Event Attendance:
● All home Alliance Bulldog events will be capped at 50% indoors and 75% capacity outdoors (based on
current Directed Health Measures). Adjustments may be made upon further updates from the Alliance
Public Schools Board of Education, the Governor’s office, or Panhandle Public Health.
● Face coverings are recommended for all events regardless of whether they are taking place indoors or
outdoors
● It is recommended that each spectator uses social distancing measures or wear a mask
● Fans and spectators are encouraged to bring exact change for game fees.
○ High school events:
■ $5.00 for adults
■ $4.00 for students
○ Middle school events:
■ $4.00 for adults
■ $3.00 for students
● It is asked that you avoid congregating in large groups after an event has completed
Student Sections:
● It is recommended that each student sitting in the student section use social distancing measures or
wear a mask
Band and Cheer:
● The Alliance Pep Band will play at Varsity home football games from the home team bleachers-social
distancing and masks are encouraged
● Cheerleaders will continue to be in attendance at the games and are encouraged to use social
distancing measures, if unable to it is recommended that they were a mask when not cheering
Concessions:
● Will be available-social distancing while in line is encouraged
● Workers in the concession stand are encouraged to wear masks
● Parents and spectators are encouraged to pay with exact change
Restrooms:
● Will be available-social distancing while in line is encouraged
All guidance from the Alliance Public School Board, Directive Health Measures and Panhandle Public
Health are subject to change at any time.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

Welcome back Alliance Middle School Bulldogs
It has been amazing to see all the faces back in our building. Sixth-graders are quickly learning how to navigate from class to class, and I am certain they will be able to complete their passages in under four minutes
quite soon to avoid those tardies. Transitioning to middle school is a steep learning curve, but every 6th-grade
class makes it happen year after year.
My big topic for this article is attendance. This is a huge issue every year, and this year it will be even more
important as we deal with COVID. Chronic absenteeism is defined as missing two or more days a month. It
doesn’t sound like much, but that adds up to 18 days in a school year. Nebraska state law requires schools to
report students that have 20 or more non-medically excused absences to their county attorney. AMS wants to
avoid doing this, so it is essential that the school and families work together.
If your child is going to be gone, please call the school. With that said, to be truly excused and not figure into
the 20 allowed absences, the school needs a doctor/dentist/counselor note. If your student is at school, and the
school sends them home due to illness, that also counts as medically excused. If your student is quarantined,
that too counts as medically excused. All other absences count towards the 20-day limit. Also, doctor notes
that say the student was not seen do not count as medically excused.
Again, our goal at AMS is to work with families, and this year I want to do that more than ever. If your child
is exhibiting any symptoms such as a fever, new cough, sore throat, diarrhea, vomiting, shortness of breath, or
loss of taste and smell; please keep your child home. If he/she has two or more of those symptoms, I encourage you to look into COVID testing.
I am looking forward to a spectacular year. If we stay aware of how our bodies are feeling, I hope we can
avoid any major breakouts. Please whenever you have questions or concerns about anything at AMS, give me
a call. Communication solves 99% of issues, while rumors start 99% of issues.
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